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BIOGRAPHIES OF GUEST SPEAKERS  

 
Mr. Bahri Kesici, Acting Director General of Civil Aviation 

After graduation from the Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering of Middle East Technical University in 1981 as a 

military student he was assigned as an Aircraft Maintenance Engineer at Eskisehir 1
st

 Air Supply and Maintenance Center for 

fighter Jets, where he also did act as manager at the Precision Measurement Equipment Laboratory for Calibration later on. He 

was commissioned as an official responsible for the Avionics Systems Shops and has undergone several trainings for depot-level 

maintenance in the USA. Then he was assigned as the Commander of the Precision Measurement Equipment Laboratory at the 4
th

 

Main Jet Base Command in 1993, and accomplished the certification of the laboratory. He was Technical Liaison Officer on behalf 

of the Ministry of National Defense in WPAFB / Dayton, Ohio with the purpose of supporting the F-16 Aircraft manufacturing 

program between 1994 - 1996. He served at the F-16 Program management department of the Ministry of National Defense 

between 1996 and 1997. He served at the Air Forces Command in respect of the CASA aircraft manufacturing project, Cougar 

Helicopter manufacturing Project, Tanker Aircraft supply project between 1997 - 2000. He retired at the rank of Senior Major at 

the beginning of 2000. He served as an ISO 9001 and EU project consultant at the private sector between 2000 - 2003, and he 

served as a Business Development Manager at a private manufacturing machinery company. He served as the Mayor of Kavak, a 

district of Samsun Province, between 2004 - 2009. He was assigned as the Deputy Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) in 

2009. He assumed duties at the realization of the projects of the Information Management System (automation) and Electronic 

Document Management System of the mentioned institution. He served as the Deputy Director General, in charge of the 

Aerodromes Department, Aviation Security Department and Air Transport Department and Flights Operations Department in 

addition to his duty as the Quality Representative of the Institution. Currently he is acting Director General of Turkish DGCA. 

 

Prof. Dr. iur. Elmar M. Giemulla 

As co-editor and co-author of the standard-reference to national, European and international air law, Elmar for the greater part of 

the past 30 years, has been one of the most highly sought after worldwide aviation legal experts. He teaches air law at Berlin 

University of Technology and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Daytona and is admitted to the bars in New York and Berlin. 

He is a highly prestigious adviser, expert and certified auditor throughout the world. Elmar has earned his credentials through 

founding Copernicus-Company as well as initiator of comprehensive projects. 

 

Prof. Thilo E. W. Schmidt M.A. 

As representative of the German government at ICAO in Montreal and president of the administrative board of EASA and finally, 

as director of the aviation department in the German Ministry of Transport,he has for many years contributed at the highest 

political levels of administrative and political functions in national and international aviation. His experience and specialist 

knowledge are well regarded in numerous committees and commissions of European aviation. As EU-adviser and certified aviation 

auditor his expertise is in increasing demand for aviation projects, particularly with regards to strengthening less developed 

aviation nations. 

 

 



  

Prof. Dr. Norbert Lohl 

Accomplished and dedicated, Dr.Norbert Lohl, Professor at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Berlin/Germany, was 

Certification Director of the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) of the European Union (EU), the counterpart to the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA) in the U.S. between 2004 and 2015. Dr. Lohl was responsible for the Type Certification of all 

aeronautical products in the EU, including airplanes, helicopters, engines, parts, and appliances. From 1998 to 2003, before 

joining EASA, Dr. Lohl worked in various Senior Management functions, and as Deputy of the President of the German CAA, which 

is Federal Civil Aviation Administration Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA). After finalizing his University studies in Physics from 1969 to 

1974 and passing a clerkship in Aeronautics between 1974 and 1976, he joined the German Aeronautical Research Centre 

(DFVLR/DLR) and worked as an expert for flight guidance and navigation systems. 

 

Mr. James Stewart 

He is an acknowledged trainer and consultant for ICAO Training Course Development, Training of Trainers programs, English 

Language Proficiency Training and Training Program Management. Between 2012 and 2014, James Stewart was employed by the 

“Deutsche Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)” as a training program manager based in Kabul, Afghanistan. In 

addition to training management and course development activities, he was supporting the Afghan Ministry of Transport and Civil 

Aviation on the establishment of a supervisory body aiming to bring it back to an acknowledged position by the EU. Since 

November 2015, James Stewart is working as a consultant for SOFRECO in the scope of Turkish Civil Aviation Academy (TCAA) 

project, currently responsible for the “Train the Trainer Program”, which includes the education of 60 trainers. 

 

Mr. Gerhard Roos 

Mr. Roos started his aviation career as a field officer in the German Army, where he was involved as a squadron leader in 

helicopter pilot training, examinations and standardization in all areas of military aviation. He worked in cooperation projects with 

international CAA’s to determine effective arrangements for mutual using the air space. Thereof the worked with the focal point 

of increase of aviation safety and security levels. He was involved in the implementation of aviation security legislation of Bulgaria, 

worked to set up the Civil Aviation Academy in Afghanistan and initialized training of Air Traffic Controllers in Afghanistan. He was 

in advisory positions for several implementation projects of international conventions by establishing independent supervisory 

bodies. He is currently the project lead of the Technical Assistance Project for Capacity Building on Safety and Security Training 

Requirements for Turkish Civil Aviation. 

 

Asst. Prof. Dr. Çağlar Üçler (Özyeğin University) 

He graduated the Technical University of Munich with a combined degree of “Diplom Ingenieur” in Mechanical & Aerospace 

Engineering and made his dissertation in Concurrent Engineering in Engineering Management at Marmara University. He first 

worked as a research fellow in DASA Military Aircraft and TUM. Afterwards he joined CASE-M in Munich, where he took part in 

simulation projects related to Ariane Rockets. After coming back to Turkey, he worked in several CAE projects mainly in 

Aero&Defense and Automotive sectors, where he actively did involve as the Deputy General Manager of Figes in consulting & 

training work across SASAD and TAYSAD member companies. After that he did join the Aritas Group as the Engineering Director, 

where he also was the Founding Manager of the German Branch. There he did work on projects for airgas, energy and alternative 

cryogenic fuelling for Rolls Royce Marine, Blue Origin, TKMS HDW and STM. Then he joined the Faculty of Aviation and 

Aeronautical Sciences at Ozyegin University. He is currently working in R&D and technology management, contributing to projects 

of Worthington Arıtas, TIM and EASME for product realization, enhancement of R&D and innovation capabilities.   

 

 
 


